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Connie Mack, Candidate United States Senate, From Florida
Friends of Connie Mack, Inc.,

United States Senate Campaign Committee of Connie Mack,

PO Box 519

" Naples, Florida

COMPLAINT

Clyde M. Collins, Jr., a registered voter, District 14, Duval County, Florida, files this complaint
under 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a)(1) against Connie Mack, candidate, United States Senate, from the State
of Florida, and Friends of Connie Mack, Inc., for violations of the Federal Elections Campaign Act, 2
U.S.C. §437a(b)(1)(B) (prohibited use of campaign contributions or donations for personal use, a clothing
purchase) as defined In 11 C.F.R. §113.1(g)(1)(i}(C) {“clothing, other than items of de minimis value that
are used in the campaign, such as campaign “T-shirts” or caps with carnpaign slogans.”)

Complainant is a member of the Florida Bar, No. 342688, and a registered voter in Jacksonville,
Duval County, Florida. Florida Registration Number 103637653. Mr. Collins is harmed when a candidate,
political committee, or other regulated entity violate Federal Campaign laws.

Connie Mack, is a member of the United States House of Representatives and candidate for the
United States Senate from Florida. Friends of Connie Mack, Inc., is the principal campaign ecommittee of
Connie Mack, Candidate, United States Senate, from Florida.
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A. FACTS

On April 12, 2012, a member of Mr. Mack'’s official campaign committee, purchased clothing at Brooks
Brothers, 4812 River City Dr #137 Jacksonville, FL 32246, apparently for Respondent Connie Mack,
candidate for the United States Senate, in the nmount of $234.33, and charged tie personal clothing
items to the Respendent’s feéderal canapaign account.

On May 15, 2012, a member of Mr. Mack's official campaign committee purchased additional clothing at
Brooks Brothers, 4812 River City Dr #137 Jacksonville, FL 32246, apparently for Respondent Connie
Mack, candidate for the United States Senate, in the amount of $234.33, and charged the personal
clothing items to the Respondent’s federal campaign account.

A copy of the unlawful campaign expeadltur'e of luxurious personal clathing by Friends of Connie Mack,
Inc., Respondent, paid by campaign funds, is attached as Exhibit “A”.

The Connie Mack campaign has admitted that it violated federal campaign laws regarding expenditures
of clothing for the candidate.

When questioned by the media about the use of campaign funds for personal items, such as that
purchased at the swanky Brooks Brothers store, campaign spokesperson David James stated: “The
Brooks Brothers charges were mistaken, inappropriate charges made by travel staff.” A copy of Mr.
James’ admission to the expenditure violation was printed on July 18, 2007, in the Miami Herald. A copy
of the Miami Herald article is attached as Exhlbit “8".

The Miami New Times aleo reported the unlawful campaign expanditure by Friends of Connie Mack, Inc.
It reported “Mack’s campaign says it was an oversight made by an unaware staffer who was too lazy to
go to the dry cleaner.” A copy of the Miami New Times is attached as Exhibit “C".

B. THE MACK CAMPAIGN UNLAWFUL USED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PERSONAL
CLOTHING FOR CONNIE MACK

The United States Federal Elections Campaign Act, (“FECA”) 2 U.S.C. §439a(b)(2)(B), prohibits the use of
a contribution or donation to a Federal Election by any person for personal use. A contribution or
donation shall be considered to be converted to personal use if the contribution or amount is used to
fulfill an expense of a person that would exist irrespective of the candidate’s election campaign including
a clothing purchase.
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The FECA specifically prohibits a candidate for federal office from using campaign funds to purchase
personal clothing for the candidate or any other person. The Act states that “a centribution or
donations...shall not be converted by any person to personal use.” 2 U.S.C. §439a(b)(1). The Act further
specifies that “a contribution or denation shall be considered to be converted to personal use if the
contribution or amount is used to fulfill any commitment, obligation, or axpense of a person that would
exist iespdctive of the candidate’s election campaign or individoal’s duties as a holder of Federal office,
including...a clothing purchase.” 2 U.S.C. § 439a(b)}(2)(B).

FEC regulations implementing the prohibition of converting campaign funds to personal use make it
clear that the prohibition applies to purchases of business or professional clothing for the candidate or
other individuals. The reguiations specify that the personal use prohibition applies to “clothing, other
than items of de minimis value that are used in the campaign, such as campaign V-shirts’ or caps with
campalgn slogans.” 11 C.F.R. §113.1(g)(1){i)(C).

The Complainant is personally familiar with the men’s clothing at the Brooks Brothers store, located at
4812 River City Dr #137 Jacksonville, FL 32246, and denies that this Brooks Brothers store carries
clothing af de miaimis value, muth less, campaign cinthing such as Mack campaign T-shirts ar caps with
the campaign slogan of Connie Mack.

On information and belief, as reported by separate and independent media sources, the Connie Mack
Campaign fdr the United-States Senate, when confronted by the media with these expenditures, has
admitted it willfully violated the FECA by a lazy campaign employee in purchasing clothing for Connie
Mack’s personal use instead of having cleaned or ¢leaning existing clothing of Connie Mack at the
expense of campaign funds or contributions.
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C. REQUESTED ACTION

Respondent has violated the Federal Election Campaign Act. Wherefore, Clyde M. Collins, Jr., request
that the Federal Elections Commissien conduct an Investigation into these allegations, declare the
respondent to have violated the Federal Elections Caropaign Act and applicable FEC regulations, and
impose sanctions appropriate to these violations and take such further action as may be appropriate,
including but not limited to the maximum amount of fine permitted by law.

D. Verification

Clyde M. Cellins, Jr., hereby verifies that the statements made in this complaint are, upon information
and belief, true. Sworn pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 1001.

cerely,

N I
CWM.C L{INS, JR.

Subscribed and Sworn to before me this 19th day of July, 2012,

Qynthie. Wi

%.  CYNTHIA WHITE
i+ MY COMMISSION # DD236366

e EXPIRES October 27, 2013
(407) 398-0153 FloridaNataryScivico.com

Notary Public, State of Florida at Large e

My Commission Expires: 10- 2713

Identification: Affiant Personally Known
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Connie Mack, the Brooks Bmthers Senate candidate | Naked Politica
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Connie Mack, the Erooks Srothers Senate candidate

Connie Mack's Senate campaign charged nearly $470 for clothing at a
Hrooks Brothars in Jachsonville, FEC records show, en apparent viclation
of taw,

Records show identical charges of $234 were made on April 12 and May
16 and the campaign listed it as "clothing.” Federal law prohibits the use
of campaign funds for personal items including "clothing, other than items
of de minimia value that are used ir tha campaign, such as campaign "T-
shirts' or caps with campaign slogans.”

Asked today of he charyes, Maoh spokesmain David James told (he Bazz:
"The Brooks Brothers chemges wer mistaken, inappidprieie chergue
made sy traval stafi. All charges have beas) reaersed in the form of a
reimbursement by staff which will show up in the next raport.”

He added. “When the error was discovered the charges ware mads to the

campaign credit card and therefore had to be reported. Nothing more here .

than a staffer taking a liberly instead of finding a dry cleaner. Aren't you

. going to ask about taxes, ObamaCare or job creation?”

It's the secernd Issue tha has come up with Mack. Eastier this year we
reporied how he has sent sficial Houge mell, paid for by tewpayers, to
Florida nesidunts far ouisice His diatricl. Thiai was a wioimtion of Hume
rules anl & vgnciar, wio Woi the blame, repaid the traesury.
Subsequently, the Republican head of the Franking Commiittee said Mack
was in tha clear.

Mack's campaign didn't neme the staffer who allegedly made the
questionable purchases. While the expenditure is small and the apparent
violation minimal, the incident speaks to a broader problem with the Mack
campaign, which spent more then it took [n last quanter. Mack

spent $863,757 bul took in $779,7981 and has $1.4 million cash on hand.
Bill Nelson hasn't yet reported, but as of last quarter he had $9.5 million

¢ cash on hand.
" Roll Call reporizd that the Natianal Republican Senatadal Committe¢ has

Jitters about Mack and urged him to hite a new fundralsing team, Gula
Graham. But the problem might nat be the fundraising team itself. It cauld
be Mack and his entira campalgn, which Florida Republicans have had

' deep reservations about for months now.

* — Alax Leary, Tampa Bay Times

Postod by Marc Capulo at 7:57 AM on Wadnesday, Jul 18 in 81 Nalson, Connie
Meck | Permalink
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Connie Mack Charged $470 in Brooks Brothers Clothes to His Campaign - Miami News -... Page 1 of 2
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It's not exactly on the level of Sarah Palin's 2008
clothing controversy, but in the spirit of harping on
equal opportunity wardrobe scandals maybe we should
point out that senate candidate Connie Mack charged
abaut $470 in clothms from Broois Brothers to his
campaign. The Buzz points out that would he in
violation of FEC regulations, but the Mack campaign
says it was an oversight that its fixing.

Mack's campaign made two identical charges of $234 to
a Brooks Brothers store in Jacksonville on April 12 and
May 16, according to The Buzz. With the exception of
things like campaign t-shirts and hats and such, the FEC
forbids candidates from spending campaign dough on

http://blogs.miaminewtimes.com/riptide/2012/07/comie_mack_charged 470 in_bro.php 7/18/2012
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Connie Mack Charged $470 in Brooks Brothers Clothes to His Campaign - Miami News -... Page 2 of 2

personal clothing. Charging about $470 for some fancy Brooks Brothers violates those
laws.

Mack's campaign says it was an oversight made a by an unaware staffer who was too lazy to
go to the dry cleaner.

"The Brooks Brothers charges were mistaken, inappropriate charges made by travel staff,"
Mack spokesman David James told the Buzz. "AH charges have been reversed in the form
of a reimbursement by staff which will show up in the next report."

"Nothing more here than a staffer taking a liberty instead of finding a dry cleaner," he
added. "Aren't you going to ask about taxes, ObamaCare or job creation?"

Follow Miami New Times on Facebook und Twitter @MiamiNewTimes.
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Cox%rfie Mack IV
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